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SECRETARY'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  TWO  YEARS  ENDING 
FEBRUARY  15th,  1899. 


I  beg  to  present  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenses  of  the 
Board  for  the  two  years  ending  with  the  Annual  Meeting  held  on  the 
15th  February,  1899,  together  with  a  review  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Board  during  that  period,  and  some  statistics  of  trade,  industry,  and 
development.  This  statement  is  made  to  cover  two  years,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  Annual  Report  for  1897  was  not  printed.  The  financial 
statement  is  as  follows : 


Receipts. 


Disbursements. 


Balance  from  1896   $129.52 

Entrance  Fees   120.00 

Dues   530.50 

Interest   150.00 


$930.02 


Salaries   $300.00 

Printing  and  Advertising  145.75 

Deputations   51.00 

Telegrams...   33.44 

Creamery  Shares  (1897)...  100.00 

Creamery  Shares  (1898)...  100.00 

Sundries   1.90 

Balance  in  Bank   197.98 

$930.02 


The  actual  receipts  for  the  two  years  were  $800.50  and  the  dis- 
bursements $732.09,  showing  again  of  $08.41.  This  gain  would  have 
been  $100  more  if  the  great  fire  of  September  10th  had  not  destroyed 
the  creamery  and  thus  wiped  out  the  $100  stock  held  by  the  Board  in 
that  concern.  The  Board  this  year  replaced  that  stock  at  a  cost  of 
$100.  The  assets  of  the  Board  are  now  as  follows  :  Loan,  secured  by 
mortgage,  $1,400  ;  shares  in  new  creamery,  $100  ;  cash  on  hand,  $197.93  ; 
total,  $1,697.93.  This  is  a  gain  of  $168.41  for  the  two  years.  In  addi- 
tion there  is  a  sum  due  the  Board  on  interest  account  amounting  to 
$191,75,  which  may  fairly  be  counted  as  an  asset.  There  have  been 
twelve  new  members  elected  during  the  two  years,  and  the  number  of 
names  now  on  the  books  is  73,  a  gain  of  4  since  1890.  During  the  two 
years  there  have  been  13  general  meetings  of  the  Board  and  23  council 
meetings,  and  218  letters  have  been  written  from  the  Secretary's  office. 
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During  the  last  two  years  a  considerable  number  of  subjects 
have  received  attention  from  the  Board,  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing : 

Direct  steam  communication  between  British  Columbia  and 
Mexico  and  South  America. 

Fishing  regulations  and  the  abolition  of  fish  traps  in  Boundary 

Bay. 

Rebate  on  exported  lumber  made  from  timber  cut  on  Crown 

lands. 

Removal  of  Annacis  bar  and  deepening  of  the  channel  of 
the  Fraser  River  to  27  feet. 

Placing  an  additional  light  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fraser  River. 

Improving  HaiTison  river  so  as  to  make  it  navigable  for  steam- 
ers of  light  draught  at  all  times. 

Amending  the  law  so  as  to  prevent  Japanese  and  Chinese  from 
becoming  British  subjects  without  proper  tests  as  to  residence. 

Amending  the  customs  regulations  so  as  to  facilitate  the  enter- 
ing and  clearing  of  vessels  plying  between  Westminster  and  Point 
Roberts. 

Appointment  of  a  Registrar  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  West- 
minster. 

The  appointment  of  a  Gold  Commissioner  for  Westminster 
mining  district. 

The  Bute  Inlet  and  Quesnelle  railway  proposal.  The  Coast  - 
Kootenay  railway  scheme.    The  Kettle  River  railway  scheme. 

The  establishment  of  a  smelter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 

The  establishment  of  a  woolen  mill  in  the  city. 

The  cultivation  of  sugar  beets  and  the  manufacture  of  beet 
root  sugar.  The  growing  of  flax  and  the  establishment  of  linseed  oil 
works  and  flax  mill. 

The  establishment  of  a  creamery  in  the  city.    The  establish- 
ment of  a  mint.    The  establishment  of  a  pork-packing  concern  in  th 
city. 

The  matter  of  improved  steam  communication  with  Ladner, 
Steveston,  and  the  Klondike. 

The  placing  of  additional  beacons  in  the  North  Arm  of  Fraser 
River  and  Canoe  Pass,  and  keeping  them  in  position. 
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Improviiig  Fraser  River  at  Oliilliwack  so  as  to  enable  steamers 
to  reacli  the  landing. 

The  securing  of  a  Bufficient  supply  of  Canadian  anthracite 
coal  for  the  city,  and  the  appointment  of  a  local  agent  to  handle  it. 

The  question  of  an  insolvency  act,  and  of  compulsory  fire  in- 
quests where  cause  of  fire  is  not  known. 

Customs  and  shipping  regulations  affecting  the  Klondike 
trade,  and  improving  the  Stickeen  River  ] 

Exploration  of  the  mining  regions  of  Omineca  and  Cassiar  and 
the  determination  of  the  boundary  between  Canada  and  Alaska. 

Obtaining  from  the  C.  P.  R.  the  privilege  of  having  return 
tickets  from  places  up  the  river  accepted  from  either  Westminster  or 
Vancouver. 

Better  accommodation  at  the  C.  P.  R.  telegraph  office. 

Wagon  road  from  some  convenient  point  on  the  north  side  of 
Fraser  River  to  Westminster  and  Vancouver,  and  a  bridge  over  Pitt 
River. 

The  securing  of  more  accurate  official  information  respecting 
the  condition  of  the  channel  of  the  Fraser  River,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
moting shipping. 

Advertising  the  city  in  Eastern  Canada. 


Th©  GrCdt    Fir©    Ou  the  lOth  of  September,  1898,  the 

city  was  devastated  by  the  most  de- 
structive fire  that  ever  occurred  in  British  Columbia.  The  following 
description  of  that  catastrophe  and  its  results,  taken  from  the  printed 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  City  Council,  is  substantially 
correct : 

"  The  Finance  Committee,  has  to  regret  that  what  promised  to  be 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  prosperous  years  in  the  history  of  New 
Westminster,  was  marred  by  a  calamitous  fire,  which  destroyed 
practically  the  whole  business  portion  of  the  city,  and  encroached  to  a 
considerable  extent  upon  the  residential  section. 

"The  fire  began  at  ten  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock,  on  the 
night  of  September  the  tenth,  in  the  warehouse  of  the  Brackman  & 
Ker  Milling  Co.,  on  the  water  front,  between  Sixth  Street  and  Lytton 
Square.  The  warehouse  was  filled  with  hay,  producing  in  a  few  min- 
utes a  fire  so  fierce  that  before  the  work  of  the  firemen  could  become 
effective,  the  City  Market  ou  one  side,  Creighton's  coal  warehouse  on 
the  other,  the  Caledonia  Hotel  on  the  opposite  side  of  Front  Street,  and 
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three  steamers  moored  to  the  company's  wharf,  were  speedily  in 
flames. 

"  The  steamboat  hawsers  soon  parted,  and  the  three  burning 
vessels,  held  close  inshore  by  a  high  southeasterly  wind,  were  carried 
down  stream  by  the  receding  tide,  setting  fire  as  they  went  to  every 
building  on  the  water  front  as  far  as  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
wharf.  At  this  critical  juncture  the  water  supply  failed,  and  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  from  the  first  alarm,  the  flames  had  leaped  across 
Front  Street  at  a  dozen  points,  and  the  fate  of  the  whole  lower  portion 
of  the  city  was  sealed. 

"  The  firemen  worked  bravely,  assisted  by  hundreds  of  citi 
zens,  but  until  the  fire  had  devastated  the  more  closely  built  portions 
of  the  city,  it  was  found  impossible  to  make  a  successful  stand.  The 
assistance  of  the  Vancouver  fire  brigade  was  requested  and  promptly 
given ;  and  the  service  rendered  by  this  fine  organization  was  the 
means  of  saving  much  valuable  property,  and,  possibly,  a  large  section 
of  the  western  portion  of  the  city,  including  the  Corporation  lighting 
plant,  and  the  Royal  City  Mills. 

"  By  three  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  the  fire  was 
under  control.  Thus,  in  something  less  than  four  hours,  over  eighty 
acres  of  the  most  thickly  populated  and  closely  built  portion  of  the  city 
was  reduced  to  ashes,  leaving  about  six  hundred  families  homeless, 
and  destroying  property  and  goods  valued  at  over  $2,500,000.  The  in- 
surance paid  on  these  losses  slightly  exceeded  |1, 450,030." 


showed  their  enterprise  and  their  faith  in  the  future  of  the  city  by  tak- 
ing immediate  steps  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  business  houses.  With 
scarcely  an  exception  every  person  engaged  in  business  before  the  fire 
began  to  prepare  for  recommencing  business  in  some  temporary  struc- 
ture, until  permanent  buildings  could  be  erected.  At  the  time  of  writ- 
ing this  report  a  great  many  business  blocks  are  in  course  of  erection, 
and  some  are  already  occupied.  Contracts  have  been  let  or  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  erection  of  twenty-five  brick  business 
blocks,  and  ninety  frame  buildings  for  commercial  purposes,  and  dwell- 
ings. The  value  of  the  new  buildings  erected,  under  construction,  and 
determined  on  will  exceed  |600,000.  Many  of  the  business  blocks,  pub- 
lic buildings  and  residences  under  construction  and  in  contemplation 
are  very  much  superior  to  those  which  the^  replace ;  and  it  is  univer- 
sally- bejieyed  tl^a^  witl\i^  two  yea|^  fj-om  the  date  of  the  great  fire, 
Nhw  "Westminster  will  be  a  better,  mp^e  substantial  and  prosperous 
pity  than  it  has  been  at  any  perioc|  qf  its  l^istory.  The  substantial 
character  of  the  buildings  now  going  up,  and  the  fact  that  the  popula- 


Rebuilding. 


Notwithstanding  the  extent  of  the  loss  and 
injury  inflicted  by  this  great  fire,  the  citizens 
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tion  has  increased  by  over  400  during  the  past  year,  are  tangible  ev 
dences  of  faith  in  the  future  of  the  city. 


O  O I  ©  n  IVI  ill  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  efforts  of 
the  Board  to  secure  the  establishment  of 
a  woolen  mill  in  the  city  were  not  successful.  A  delegation  from  the 
Board  visited  Taconia  in  the  fall  of  1897  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring 
into  this  industry  ;  and  the  report  brought  back  was  quite  encourag- 
ing. The  woolen  mill  at  Tacoma  was  found  to  be  running  full  time, 
giving  employment  to  about  125  persons  and  having  a  pay-roll  of 
about  P, 000  per  month.  As  a  result  of  that  delegation,  Mr.  Ladley, 
of  Tacoma,  visited  this  city  in  June  of  last  year  and  spent  several 
weeks  making  enquiries  as  to  the  quantity  of  native  wool  available, 
the  price  of  raw  material  and  finished  product,  and  the  cost  of  operat- 
ing a  mill.  Mr.  Ladley  found  all  the  conditions  favorable,  and  agreed 
to  erect  and  operate  a  woolen  mill  in  this  city  if  the  necessary  capital 
(about  112,000)  could  be  found.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Ladley  had  not 
the  necessary  capital  himself,  and,  the  Board  being  unable  to  procure 
it,  the  proposal  did  not  succeed,  ihe  figures  presented  by  Mr.  Ladley 
(who  is  a  thoroughly  practical  man),  however,  leave  no  doubt  that  a 
properly  equipped  woolen  mill,  properly  conducted,  would  yield  a 
handsome  profit  on  the  capital  invested.  It  is  quite  certain,  also,  that 
New  Westminster  offers  the  best  facilities  for  such  an  industry,  and 
the  Board  is  not  without  hope  that  such  a  mill  will  yet  be  established 
here. 


g  1^  0 1«  Negotiations  for  the  erection  of  a  smelter  and  re- 
finery have  also  been  carried  on.  Mr.  Selover 
and  Mr.  Remington  visited  the  city  in  1896  and  were  both  favorably 
impressed  by  the  Fraser  River  as  a  site  for  a  smelter.  In  1897  both 
men  made  proposals  for  the  erection  of  snielters,  but  the  bonuses  were 
considered  excessive  and  the  negotiations  fell  through.  There  were 
negotiations  carried  on  in  1897  with  other  smelter  men,  but  without 
practical  result.    All  who  have  examined  the  conditions  agree  that  the 
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Fraser  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city,  offers  great  advantages  for 
smelting,  but  some  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
for  the  establishment  of  this  industry  on  the  coast.  It  is  confidently 
believed,  however,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  some  of  the 
mines  adjacent  to  this  city  will  become  large  producers  of  ore,  and 
that  a  smelter  on  Fraser  River  will  become  quite  necessary.  The 
mines  on  Pitt  Lake,  Harrison  Lake,  and  Fire  Mountain,  as  well  as 
those  on  Fraser  River,  are  naturally  tributary  to  Ncm  Westmiust<'r. 


AND  sngar  beet  seed  which  it  distributed  in  small 

parcels  to  farmers  throughout  the  district  for 
Flax  Seed,  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  by  actual  experi- 
ment Avliether  the  conditions  of  soil  and  climate  were  favorable  for  the 
production  of  sugar  beets.  Unfortunately,  the  seed  did  not  reach  its 
destination  until  the  season  had  advanced  too  far  for  a  fair  test,  and  in 
very  many  cases  those  who  received  it  took  no  pains  to  follow  the 
directions  by  which  it  was  accompanied.  The  result  was  not  such  as 
would  add  anything  to  the  information  already  possessed.  There 
seems  little  doubt  that  both  sugar  beets  and  flax  could  be  grown  in  this 
district  with  profit,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Provincial  Government 
may  undertake  experiments  on  an  extensive  scale,  so  that  tlie  matter 
may  be  definitely  determined. 


New  Industries.     ^he  first  creamery  in  tins  city  was 

established  in  1897,  and  began 
operations  about  the  first  of  July.  Unfortunately  it  perished  in  the 
great  fire,  but  arrangements  for  its  reconstruction  have  already  been 
made,  and  the  creamery  will  shortly  be  established  on  a  larger  scale 
than  before.  During  the  14  months  of  its  operation  the  creamery  pro- 
duced over  24  tons  of  butter,  and  paid  out  over  |9,000  for  cream.  Nego- 
tiations are  now  going  on  for  the  erection  of  a  condensed  milk  factory 
in  the  city,  which  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  dm-ing  the  summer. 
Large  quantities  of  butter  and  condensed  milk  are  imported  into  the 
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Proviuco,  and  the  ostablislinient  of  these  industries  here  will,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  diminish  such  importations.  Another  new  automatic 
machine  has  made  its  appearance  in  connection  with  the  fishing  in- 
dustry. This  is  a  machine  for  making  net  floats  automatically.  It  is 
estimated  that  this  machine  will  turn  out  from  5,000  to  8,000  floats  per 
day.  The  number  of  floats  required  every  year  on  Fraser  River  is  up- 
wards of  500,000,  and  if  the  machine  comes  up  to  the  expectations  of 
its  inventor  the  whole  of  the  Province  will  be  supplied  with  floats  from 
this  city.  The  machine  was  invented  and  patented  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Jones,  one  of  our  own  citizens.  Mr.  H.  Schaake  is  erecting  a  new 
machine  shop  in  the  city,  where  he  proposes  to  devote  special  attention 
to  the  manufacture  of  automatic  and  labor  saving  machines. 


Cold  Storage.  lu  addition  to  the  Cleeve  Cold  Storage 
there  is  now  being  erected  on  Front  Street  the  largest  and  most  com- 
plete cold  storage  establishment  in  British  Columbia,  for  the  Columbia 
Packing  Go.  The  wharf  on  which  this  establishment  is  being  erected 
is  80x200  feet,  and  the  building  is  70x150  feet,  two  stories  high.  It  has 
a  freezing  capacity  of  20  tons  per  day  of  20  hours,  and  a  cold  storage 
capacity  of  600  tons.  The  building  is  lighted  throughout  by  electricity 
made  on  the  premises,  and  the  freezing  plant  is  operated  by  50-horse 
power  engine.  The  establishment  is  estimated  to  cost  $40,000.  The 
system  is  known  as  the  Linde-British  Cold  Blast  system,  and  it  is  the 
latest  and  most  approved  cold  storage  system  known.  It  is  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  in  British  Columbia,  or  west  of  Montreal.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  company  are  Messrs.  Oostello,  Farrell,  and  Tregeant,  o 
Vancouver.  This  company  intends  to  freeze  salmon  and  stargeon 
(and,  possibly  halibut),  for  export  in  cold  stqrage,  principally  to  Eng- 
land and  Australia.  Shipments  tq  England  will  be  made  by  rail  to 
New  York,  and  Australian  shipments  will  be  made  by  direct  steamer. 
,The  fish  will  be  handled  with  pxtreme  care  and  will  be  placed  on  the 
market  in  as  good  condition  -ag  when  first  caught.  The  concern  will 
give  employment  to  about  ten  men  on  the  average.  This  establishment 
is  being  constructed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mason,  who  superintended  the  erection  of  a  similar  cold  storage  plant, 
on  the  Columbia,  River— the  first  of  the  kind  erected  on  the  continent. 
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NEW  WESTMINSTER  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


The  Library. 


The  fire  of  1898  entirely  destroyed  the 
library  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  well  as 


the  whole  of  the  furniture  and  fittings  of  the  Board  room.  The  loss 
was  upwards  of  $1,200.  The  library  consisted  chiefly  of  official  re- 
turns from  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  British  Columbia.  On 
learning  of  this  loss  the  following  veiy  generous  donations  were  made 
toward  a  new  library  :  "Reports  on  Canadian  Archives,"  17  vols., 
by  Douglas  Brymner,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.O. ;  "Statistical  Yeai'-Book  of 
Canada,"  9  vols.,  by  Geo.  Johnson,  Esq. ;  Electoral  Atlas  of  Canada" 
by  the  Queen's  Printer.  The  library  continues  to  receive  regularly 
the  blue  books  issued  at  Ottawa,  the  statutes  of  British  Columbia,  and 
the  following  periodicals:  The  "Canadian  Trade  Review"  (Mon- 
treal), the  "  Trade  Journal  Review  "  (London),  "Commerce"  (Lon- 
don), the  "  Chamber  of  Commerce  Journal  "  (London),  the  "  Imperial 
Institute  Journal  "  (London),  "  Sell's  Commercial  Intelligence"  (Lon- 
don), together  with  others.  Tlic  new  library  already  contains  50 
bound  volumes. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES. 


March  26th,  1897,  Capt.  Yates  submitted  his  scheme  for  a 
regular  steamship  line  from  British  Columbia  to  Mexico  and  Central 
America,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed:  "Whereas,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  recently  passed  a  tariff 
act  which  threatens  seriously  to  curtail  the  trade  between  Canada  and 
that  country ;  and  whereas,  in  view  of  the  adoption  of  the  said  tariff,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  people  of  Canada  to  seek  for  other  markets 
for  Canadian  products ;  and  whereas  the  adoption  by  the  United 
States  of  the  said  almost  prohibitive  tariff  seems  to  present  a  most 
favorable  opportunity  for  the  extension  of  Canadian  trade  -svith  other 
countries  which  are  likely,  as  well,  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  the 
said  tariff ;  and  whereas  there  is  an  extensive  trade  being  carried  on 
between  the  United  States,  through  San  Francisco,  and  the  countries 
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of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  amounting,  in  the  year  1895,  to  the 
value  of  i|ll,3J0,G50,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  that  trade  was  made 
up  of  articles  which  could  be  supplied  or  consumed  by  Canada ;  and 
whereas  there  has  not  been,  and  is  not  now,  any  direct  line  of  ve  ssels 
plying  between  Cang^da  and  the  said  countries  by  which'  such  trade 
couid  be  carried  on  ;  and  whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  if 
a  steamship  line  were  established  for  such  trade,  the  trade  between 
Canada  and  the  said  countries,  amounting  last  year  to  only  $77,031, 
would  be  very  materially  increased ;  and  whereas  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing such  line,  until  such  time  as  proper  trade  relations  shall  have  been 
established,  would  certainly  exceed  the  income  ;  and  whereas  it  is  now 
proposed  to  establish  a  regular  line  of  steamships  to  ply  between  Brit- 
ish Columbia  and  the  ports  of  Mexico  and  Central  America,  provided 
a  sufficient  subsidy  shall  be  granted  by  the  Dominion  Government  for 
the  maintenance  thereof ;  therefore,  resolved,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Board  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Canada  that  the 
Dominion  Government  should  grant  such  subsidy  as  may  be  necessary 
to  assist  such  line  of  steamships  until  it  may  become  self-supporting." 


RESIDENT  GOLD  COMMISSIONER. 

March  31st,  1897,  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 
' '  Whereas  there  has  been  a  very  remarkable  mining  activity  in  the 
District  of  New  Westminster  during  the  past  year,  which  still  con- 
tinues and  is  likely  to  increase  ;  and  whereas  there  is  no  Gold  Commis- 
sioner resident  in  this  district  to  adjust  such  questions  relating  to  min- 
ing as  may  arise ;  and  whereas  the  City  of  New  Westminster  is  most 
conveniently  situated  as  a  center  for  mining  purposes,  being  easy  of 
access  from  the  mines  of  Harrison  Lake,  Pitt  Lake,  and  the  region 
north  of  Burrard  Inlet ;  resolved,  therefore,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Council  it  is  in  the  public  interest,  and  necessary,  that  a  Gold  Oomniis' 
sioner  should  be  appointed  in  the  City  of  New  Westminster  for  the 
said  district,  so  that  the  delay  and  expense  of  carrying  to  Victoria  such 
questions  arising  in  this  district  as  may  require  the  attention  of  a  Gold 
Commissioner  may  be  avoided. 
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FRASER  RIVER  CHANNEL. 

November  3,  1897,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  :  "Re- 
solved, that  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  it  is  urgently  necessary  that 
the  channel  of  the  Fraser  River  should  be  so  deepened  as  to  admit  ves- 
sels to  the  City  of  New  Westminster  drawing  at  least  25  feet  of  water ; 
and  that  a  memorial  setting  out  the  reasons  for  such  a  requirement  be 
prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  through  Mr. 
Morrison,  M.  P. ;  and  that  a  copy  of  such  memorial  be  furnished  to  the 
Resident  Engineer. 

ANTHRACITE  COAL. 

December  1,  1897,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  communicate 
with  the  manager  of  the  coal  company  at  Anthracite  with  a  view  to  se- 
curing for  this  city  a  proper  supply  of  anthracite  coal,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  local  agent  for  this  city.  At  that  time  it  was  impossible 
to  procure  hard  coal  at  all.  The  correspondence  resulted  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  here,  and  thereafter  the  supply  of  this  coal  has 
been  satisfactory. 


DUTY  ON  LUMBER. 

February  10th,  1898,  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 
' '  When-eas  the  United  States  Government  imposes  a  duty  on  lumber 
and  shingles  imported  into  that  country  from  Canada,  while  such  arti- 
cles are  admitted  into  Canada  from  the  United  States  free  of  duty ; 
and  whereas  the  manufacturers  of  lumber  and  shingles  in  British 
Columbia  are  seriously  embarrassed  by  this  unequal  arrangement ;  Re- 
solved that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  Dominion  Government 
ought  to  provide  a  remedy  by  which  the  manufacturers  of  Jnaiber  and 
shingles  in  British  Columbia  may  be  relieved  from  the  disabilities  un- 
der which  they  are  placed,  and  which  threaten  seriously  to  retard  their 
operations." 

YUKOfi  RAILWAY. 

March  80tli,   1898,   the  following    i;csolution  was  passed: 
Whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council  of  the  Board  that  com  muni- 
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cation  with  the  Yukon  district  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  mercantile 
and  manifold  interests  of  the  country ;  and  whereas  such  communica- 
tion iS;  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  most  quickly  attainable  by  the 
construction  of  a  railway  between  Teslin  Lake  and  some  Canadian 
port ;  therefore  it  is  resolved  that  the  Council  of  this  Board  hereby 
prays  the  Parliament  of  Canada  to  legislate  for  the  immediate  construc- 
tion of  a  railway,  on  Canadian  territory,  between  Teslin  Lake  and  a 
port  which  may  be  found  most  suitable  on  the  coast  in  British  Colum- 
bia, and  to  provide  that  the  construction  of  the  line  between  Teslin 
Lake  and  Glenora  be  completed  this  season." 


INTERNATIONAL  FISHERY  REGULATIONS. 

August  30th,  1898,  the  following  minute  was  approved  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Canadian- American  joint  commission :  "It  is  believed 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  salmon  caught  in  the  Fraser  River  and  in 
the  waters  of  Puget  Sound  are  produced  in  the  breeding  grounds  of 
Fraser  River  and  its  tributaries.  It  follows  that  any  practice  which 
tends  to  deplete  the  supply  of  salmon  in  Fraser  River  must  injuriously 
affect  the  fisheries  of  both  British  Columbia  and  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton. This  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  absence  of  close  season  and  use 
of  traps  on  Puget  Sound  are  calculated  to  diminish  the  supply  of  sal- 
mon in  these  waters  as  it  has  been  diminished  in  other  waters  under 
similar  circumstances.  It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  suitable 
weekly  and  other  close  seasons  for  salmon  should  be  established  in  the 
waters  of  Puget  Sound,  and  adjacent  waters,  and  that  the  use  of  traps 
and  other  similar  devices  for  taking  salmon  should  be  prohibited.  It 
is  recommended,  also,  that  the  fishing  regulations  of  the  inland  waters 
of  British  Columbia  and  the  inland  waters  of  Washington  should  be 
uniform  as  far  as  local  conditions  will  admit." 

At  the  same  meeting  a  resolution  was  passed  asking  that  stur- 
geon fishing  be  allowed  in  Harrison  Lake.  This  request  was  subse- 
quently granted  by  the  Dominion  Government 

FRASER  RIVER  CHANNEL. 

November  16th,  1898,  the  following  resolution  was  passed : 
'*  Resolved,  that  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Secretary,  John  Peck, 
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Jas.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Oreighton,  and  D.  S.  Curtis,  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  data  with  a  view  to  memorializing  the  Dominion 
Governmeilt  upon  the  necessity  of  deepening  the  channel  of  the  Fraser 
River  j  and  to  say  that  this  city  and  district  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a 
channel  of  less  than  27  feet  of  w^ater."  (Copy  of  this  memorial  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  report). 


FRASER  RIVER  CHANNEL. 

January  24th,  1899,  on  the  queston  of  making  known  in  ship- 
ping circles  the  improved  condition  of  the  Fraser  River  channel,  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  communicate  with  the  London  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  Agent-General  of  British  Columbia  in  London,  pointing 
out  the  difficulty  of  securing  information  respecting  the  ship  channel 
of  such  a  kind  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  shippers,  and  obtaining 
necessarjr  corrections  in  the  Admiralty  Charts,  and  asking  for  advice 
in  these  matters. 

SUPREME  COURT  ACT. 

February  15th,  1899,  the  attention  of  the  Board  having  been 
called  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  this  Act  by  which  an  injustice 
would  be  done  to  the  City  of  Now  Westminster,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  passed:  "  Resolved,  that  the  New  Westminster  Board  of 
Trade  respectfully  protests  against  the  passing  of  Sec.  7,  of  Bill  No.  Ci3, 
BO  far  as  it  atfects  the  Registry  of  the  Supreme  Coui't  at  the  City  of 
New  Westminster,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  will  prove  a  ser- 
ious inconvenience  to  citizens  residing  in  New  Westminster  City  and 
District,  and  greatly  prejudice  public  interests  in  said  city  and  dis- 
trict." (The  sect.on  referred  to  was  amended  iu  conformity  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  Board. ) 

FRASER  RIVER  CHANNEL. 

MEMORANDUM  FOR   J.   ISRAEL  TARTE,   MINISTER    OF    PUBLIC  WORKS, 
FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C. 

SIR: 

As  the  time  for  the  assembling  of  Parliament  is  ap- 
proaching, the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  New  Westminster,  B.  C, 


ventures  again  to  call  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  making  pro- 
vision for  improving  the  channel  of  Fraser  River.  This  matter  has  al- 
ready been  brought  to  your  notice,  and  the  Board  is  not  unmindful  of 
the  personal  interest  you  took  in  the  work  during  your  visit  to  this 
city  in  1896,  or  of  the  efforts  made  by  your  Government  in  that  be- 
half. The  fact  remains,  nevertheless,  that  the  channel  of  the  river, 
although  considerably  improved,  is  entirely  insufficient  to  accommo- 
date the  class  of  vessels  suitable  for  the  trade. 

The  chief  products  of  the  lower  Fraser  at  present  are  lumber* 
fish,  and  agricultural  products.  The  lumber  trade  is  just  recover- 
ing from  a  long  period  of  depression,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  export 
lumber  at  moderate  profit,  under  favorable  conditions.  The  conditions 
existing  on  Fraser  River  are  distinctly  unfavorable  as  compared  with 
those  in  some  other  localities.  The  principal  competition  in  the  lumber 
export  trade  comes  from  mills  of  Puget  Sound,  the  conditions  prevailing 
there  enabling  them  to  produce  and  export  lumber  much  more  cheaply 
than  the  mills  on  Fraser  River.  Nearly  all  mill  supplies  and  machin- 
ery are  cheaper  on  the  American  side.  They  have  also  an  advantage 
in  the  cost  of  pilotage  and  towage.  These  advantages  on  the  side  of 
American  mills  are  such  that  the  Fraser  River  mills  can  compete  suc- 
cessfully for  the  foreign  trade  only  on  securing  low  rates  of  freight  on 
lumber.  Bat  it  is  the  matter  of  freights  where  the  chief  disadvantage 
lies.  The  foreign  lumber  trade  is  now  carried  largely  by  vessels  with 
a  capacity  of  from  1,000,000  to  2,000,000  feet,  and  to  distant  ports  such 
vessels  are  able  to  carry  lumber  at  from  $1  to  $2  per  thousand  less  than 
small  vessels.  The  larger  class  of  lumber  vessels,  however,  have  a 
draft  of  from  22  to  26  feet  when  loaded.  These  vessels  cannot  reach 
this  city  on  account  of  the  lack  of  water  in  the  channel  and  our  mills, 
if  they  export  at  all,  are  forced  to  use  small  vessels  and  pay  large 
freights. 

It  is  quite  true  that  the  foreign  shipping  trade  of  Fraser  River 
has  been,  and  is,  comparatively  small :  and  it  is  probably  equally  true 
that  it  will  continue  to  be  small  forever,  unless  the  river  channel  is 
deepened  so  as  to  admit  the  class  of  vessels  suitable  for  the  trade.  The 
possibilities  of  trade  are  undoubtedly  large,  and  the  Board  wishes  es- 
pecially to  impress  upon  your  Government,  and  to  emphasize,  the  view 
that  the  lack  of  trade  is  a  necessary  result  of  the  lack  of  water.     Trade  of 
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the  kind  referred  to  will  not,  and  cannot,  come  to  any  extent  until  the 
^hips  are  able  to  come  and  take  it.  If  the  channel  were  deepened  to 
say  27  feet,  there  is  no  reai-onable  ground  for  doubting  that  trade 
would  come  as  soon  Jis  the  fact  became  known  in  shipping  circles. 

During  the  11  years  ending  last  December,  80  vessels,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  66,190  tons,  have  taken  cargoes  from  Fraser 
River  to  foreign  ports.  Of  these,  48  took  lumber,  valued  at  |185,720; 
and  62  took  Fraser  River  salmon,  valued  at  18,699,701.  The  value  of 
these  two  products  of  Fraser  River  and  valley  exported  direct  by  vessel 
during  the  eleven  years  was  $8,885,421.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the 
export  trade  from  Fraser  River  has  not  been  insignificant,  in  spite  of 
adverse  circumstances ;  and  if  the  river  channel  had  been  deep  enough 
to  accommodate  the  class  of  vessels  required  for  the  economical  hand- 
ling of  the  freight  we  have,  the  figures  representing  our  exports  would 
have  been  very  much  more  satisfactory.  It  was  necessary  that  part 
the  cargoes  of  some  of  the  vessels  should  be  lightered  in  consequence 
of  the  lack  of  water,  and  in  other  ways  extra  cost  had  to  be  met  by 
shippers  from  the  same  cause  to  such  an  extent  that  some  of  the  ship- 
ments were  made  at  an  actual  loss.  Some  of  the  vessels  grounded  on 
the  bars,  and  this  had  the  natural  elfect  of  making  it  still  more  diflti" 
cult  to  secure  vessels  for  this  port. 

The  obstructions  in  the  way  of  navigation  in  the  river  do  not 
appear  to  be  of  a  very  formidable  character.  The  principal  obstruc- 
tions are  Anuacis  bar,  about  two  miles  below  this  city,  and  the  bar  at 
Steveston,  hear  the  river  mouth.  Neither  of  these  is  very  extensive. 
There  is,  it  is  understood,  only  one  other  place  (Woodward  Slough) 
where  there  is  any  scarcity  of  water.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  Board, 
therefore,  that  the  work  of  making  a  ship  channel  of  27  feet  from  the 
river  mouth  to  this  city  (a  distance  of  only  about  16  miles),  ought  to  be 
very  serious,  and  the  Board  very  earnestly  hopes  that  you  and  your 
Government  may  be  so  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  work  and 
the  reasonableness  of  the  request  herein,  that  you  may  place  in  the  es- 
timates this  year  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  the  channel  of  Fraser  River 
equal  to  the  requirements  of  vessels  suitable  for  the  trade. 

Considered  and  approved  by  the  Council  of  tlie  New  Westmin- 
ster Board  of  Trade  on  the  24th  January,  1899. 

D.  ROBSON, 

Secretary. 
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ALASKA  BOUNDARY. 

The  followiug  letter  from  Oapt.  Cooper,  referring  to  the 
Alaska  boiiudary  dispute,  was  considered  by  the  Board  and  deemed  of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  its  being  transmitted  to  the  Government 
at  Ottawa: 

New  WESTMIN8TER,  Marcli  10,  1898. 

SIRS : 

It  seems  to  me  very  necessary  that  the  dispute  re  boundary 
between  Canada  and  Alaska  should  be  settled  at  once,  having  reference 
to  that  part  of  the  disputed  territory  from  the  5Gth  parallel  of  N.  lati- 
tude following  the  coast  to  head  of  Portland  Canal,  now  claimed  by 
United  States,  but,  according  to  treaty,  British  territory. 

Art.  III.  of  the  Anglo-Russian  treaty,  in  defining  the  boun- 
dary, describes  it  thus :  "  Commencing  from  the  southermost  point  of 
the  island  called  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  which  lies  in  the  parallel  of, 
5-1°  40'  north  latitude,  and  between  the  131st  and  133rd  degree  of  west 
longitude,  the  said  line  shall  ascend  to  the  north  along  the  channel 
called  Portland  Channel,  as  far  as  the  point  of  the  continent  where  it 
strikes  the  56th  degree  of  north  latitude ;  from  this  last  mentioned 
point  the  line  of  demarkation  shall  follow  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tains situated  parallel  to  the  coast,"  etc. 

Prof.  Benjamin  Pierce,  superintendent  of  U.  S.  coast  survey, 
in  his  report  re  recounaisance  of  Alaska,  1867,  says  that  no  published 
surveys  exist  northward  of  Vancouver  Island  except  those  depending 
on  the  examination  of  Vancouver.  (See  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  1867,  page 
190.)  Admiralty  Chart  2431  shows  a  channel  bearing  no  name,  but 
which  agrees  with  the  Portland  Channel  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  fol- 
lowing a  direction  intended  by  Art.  III.  to  be  northward,  outside 
Cleveland  Peninsula,  to  the  56th  parallel  on  the  same  meridian  as  the 
southermost  point  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  lying  wholly  be- 
tween the  131st  and  133rd  degrees  of  longitude,  as  mentioned  in  the 
treaty — while  no  part  of  Portland  Canal  lies  between  the  meridians 
named. 

Vancouver,  in  his  narative  (page  371 :  vol.  2),  says :  "Which, 
in  honor  of  the  noble  family  of  Bentinck,  I  named  Portland's  Canal." 
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This  statement  shows  that  Portland  Canal  was  never  known  as  Port- 
land Channel. 

The  56th  parallel  forms  a  convenient  line  from  the  coast  to  the 
summit,  and  is  at  the  same  time  a  base  from  which  to  start  the  boun- 
dary. The  territory  lying  to  the  south  of  the  56th  parallel  should  be 
claimed  at  once  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada  so  that  connection  may  be 
made  at  that  point  by  the  steamers  navigating  the  coast  and  the 
Stickine  River.  Such  a  connection  is  quite  practicable,  as  that  point 
is  only  about  35  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Stickine,  and  river  boats 
can  run  down  to  it  with  safety.  In  the  event  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment imposing  such  restrictions  as  will  hamper  trade  between  the 
coast  cities  and  the  Yukon,  by  way  of  the  Stickine,  connection  at  that 
point  will  render  Canadian  shipping  independent  of  Wrangel  for 
transhipment  of  freight  and  passengers.  Interested  parties  tranship- 
ping goods  at  that  point  at  present  would  be  liable  to  confiscation  by 
the  U.  S.  customs  officials,  but  would  probably  not  be  interfered  with 
should  Canada  claim  the  territory  on  the  mainland  south  of  the  56tli 
parallel  of  latitude. 

Yours  truly, 

GEO.  H.  COOPER. 

To  the  Board  of  Trade, 

New  Westminster,  B.  C. 


SIXTKKNTH  ANNUAL  RKPORT. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 


NEW  WESTMINSTER  CITY. 


1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Population  (Municipal  census)  

5,531 

5,705 

5,906 

6,321 

School  attendance,  daily  average  

667 

690 

642 

724 

Electriclights,  No.  of  lights,  16  c.  p  

3,286 

4,841 

$24,079 

127,535 

$29,680 

$29,969 

Water,  No.  of  Services  

1,014 

1,055 

1,155 

$17,720 

$18,216 

$20,490 

Note— The  electric  light  and  waterwoi'ks  are  owned  and 
operated  by  the  city. 


CUSTOMS  RETURNS^PORT  OF  NEW  WESTMINSTER. 
IMPORTS. 


Dutiable  

Free  

Duty  collected  . 
Other  revenues. 
Total  imports... 


1896. 

1897. 

$300,175 
211,686 
90,450 
1,861 
511,861 

$501,628 
240,834 
148,255 
1,358 
742,457 

1898. 


$648,658 
96,142 
186,114 
1,028 
754,800 


EXPORTS. 


1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

$  99,593 

$  17,156 

$  17,603 

Product  of  Fisheries.  

1,815,808 

2,423,504 

1,959,980 

1,033,027 

892,589 

181,512 

17,972 

63,175 

84,900 

Total  exports;...  

2,966,400 

3,396,414 

2,183,995 

2Z  NKW  WKSTMINSTKR  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

T/ffi  CITY  MILLS. 


ROYAlj  CITY  MILL. 


1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Lumber  cut  

12,500,000 
141,000 

17,411, 16^ 
283,000 
27,250 
10,000,000 
200 
|120,00( 

15,568,944 
140,000 
38,950 
18,800,000 
200 
1120,000 

Salmou  boxes  made  

Other  boxes  made  

Sliiugles  

Average  nuuiber  of  men  employed  

Wages  paid  

BRUNETTE  MILL. 

1890. 

11,280,693 
123,000 

1897. 

1898. 

Lumber  cut  

19.450,750 
350,000 
25,000 
150 
150,000 

21,000,000 
175,000 
30,000 
175 
$63,000 

Salmou  boxes  made  

Other  boxes  made  

Average  uuuiber  of  meu  employed   

Wages  paid  

PACIFIC  COAST  LUMBER  CO.'S  MILL. 

 ^  (.  

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

Cedar  lumber  cut  

Shingles  

2,500,000 
13,500,000 

^2,000,000 
24,000,000 
30 

116,500 

3,200,000 
27,500,000 
35 

148,750 

Average  number  of  men  employed  

Wages  paid  

BRACKMAN  &  KER'S  MILL 


1890. 

1897. 

1898. 

Chopped    feed  (tons)  

376 

372 

352 

Rolled  oats  "   

112 

100 

122 

lb 

23 

21 

Graham  Flour  

4 

510 

11 
6 

512 

17 

8 

520 

Rolled  Wheat  

SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
SUMMARY. 
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Lumber  cut  by  the  three  mills, 

Salmon  boxes  made  

Other  boxes  

Shingles    

Men  employed  in  mills  

Wages  paid  


1897, 


38,861, 918 
683,000 
52,250 
34,000,000 
880 
1186,500 


1898. 


39,768,944 
315,000 
08,950 
46,800,000 
412 
1231,750 


0.ipa3ity  of  thre3  mills  psr  day  of  12  hours — lumber — 245,000. 
AUTOMATIC  CAN  FACTORY. 


Salmon  cans  made  ,  

Other  cans  made  

Average  No.  of  i^ersons  employed- --Men. 

—Boys. 

"       "  "  "        — Girls. 

Wages  paid  

Value  of  product  of  factory  


1898. 


9,000,000 
225,000 
39 
21 
14 

$21,500 
$92,000 


Capacity  of  factory  per  day  of  12  hour;? — 200,000. 
CLEEYE  COLD  STORAGE. 


1897. 

1898. 

441 

256 

528,828 

118,000 

7 

7 

Wages  paid  

$4,260 

$3,890 

WESTMINSTER  CREAMERY, 


1897. 

1898. 

10,867 

37,994 

11,933 

$7,352 

NOTE---The  creamery  was  established  in  1897,  and  operated 
only  six  months  of  that  year.  It  was  burned  in  the  great  fire  of  Sept. 
10th,  1898,  and  was  operated  only  8  months  of  that  year. 
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PROVINCIAL  PENITENTIARY. 


1897. 

1898. 

99 

122,458 
^7,401 

!;39,919 

104 
$22,622 
$17,542 

$40,164 

PROVINCIAL  ASYLUM. 

1897. 

195 
|16,62C 

1898. 

224 
$20,311 

120,719 

$28,951 
$49,262 

$37,339 

PROVINCIAL  GAOL. 

1897. 

1898. 

C2 

30 
$5,944 
$3,262 

$9,206. 

4 

4 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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FOREIGN  EXPORT  SHIPPING, 


Statement  showing  the  number,  tonnage,  destination,  and 
value  of  cargoes  of  vessels  clearing  at  the  port  of  New  Westminster 
with  cargoes  of  canned  salmon  and  lumber  (the  product  of  Fraser 
River),  during  the  past  10  years  : 


Yr. 


Name. 


1889  Malay  

McDuff  

Funk  

Ulluck  

1890  Cordelia  

Titania  ,  

1891  West  Indian  

Duke  of  Argyle.... 

Marter  

Leonora  

News  Boy  

Hawley  

Rothsay  Bay  

Titania  

1892  Ursue  Minor  

Glengary  

Geo.  Thompson  

1893  Hilo  

Jessi'^  Stowe  

Grandholm  

Salvador  

1894  Harrold  

Thermopylae  

0.  Robertson  

Sadie  

Senta  

Beulah  

Cosmopolis  

1895  O.  O.  Funk  

Beulah  

Falcon    

Glenadale  

Leahi  

Olga  

O.  C.  Funk  

R.  W.  Bartlett  

Lucy  

Falcon  

Mary  Windam  


Ton- 
nage 


706 

1122 
512 
779 
598 
879 

1132 
960 
856 
800 
359 
412 
750 
879 
606 
802 

1128 
644 
645 
871 
444 

1299 
948 

1359 
295 

1037 
339 
267 
512 
339 
196 
281 
557 
447 
512 
495 
294 
196 
496 


Destination. 


Australia  

Great  Britain. 
Australia  

Peru  

London  , 

Australia  

Liverpool  

London  

Australia  

Liverpool  

Australia  

London  

Liverpool  

Australia  

Liverpool  

China  , 

Liverpool  

San  Francisco. 

Liverpool  

San  Francisco 


Value  in  Dollar 


Salmon  Lumb 


197,200 


168,000 
196,896 

179,648 


144,480 
192,480 

290,976 

304,425 

232,2^8 
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FOREIGN  EXPORT  SHIPPING— Continued. 


Yr. 


1896 


189^ 


Name. 


Ton-! 
nftge: 


Destination. 


I  Value  in  Dollar 

I . — —  

|Salmon.  iLumbr 


Comet   '  408 

R.  W.  Bai  tlett   495' 

Wrestler   447  China  

North  West   !  490;San  Francisco. 

R.  Vi.  Bartlett  \  4951 

Wy throp  1 248  Livei  pool  

Van  Galin  1378 

Sardhana  :1119 

Mary  Jose  ;  644' 

Ardmore   1092iLoudon  

W.  H.  Talbot         ^  743  China  

Queen  City  ;  187  Japan  

Wrestler   447'Australia  

City  of  Adelaide...:  843  "   

Tercera  \  984  Liverpool  

Druii'lairg  '14241  "   

Comet   ;  673  China  

Wrestler   447  Chili  

Balmore   1338  Liverpool  

Kehrweider   1 355        ' ' 

Tekoa   2646| 

|8ilberhorn   1773; 

[City  o^  EeDares....il499iLondon  

Lady  Lena   1363  Liverpool  

IrTine  :   612' 

jlolanthe   1593!  '* 

Lebu   726 'London  

lOoc] Adelaide...   :i281  "   

City  of  Delhi  ^1127  Liverpool  , 

'Acamas  1715  " 

Blythe  W' ocd  :1493| 

jllola  i  12451 

Atlanta  :1057! 

Elisa...  ;  i  915  China  

Qathmore  :1035|Chili...  

Celtic  Race   1783  London  


274,552 
307,672 
250,656 
144,256 
244,608 


230,416 
318,976 


289,712 
303,520 
448,500 
397,152 
336,052 
305,342 
137,088 
376,832 
162,624 
286,944 
167,526 
469,849 
382,435 
274,130 
256,938 


477,478 


Total  vessels  clearing  v  ith  cargoes  for  foreign  ports  in  the 

past  10  years   75 

Total  tonnage   63,873 

Value  of  lumber  cargoes   $  185,720 

Value  of  salmon  cargoes   8,799,701 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  FISHERY  STATISTICS,  1898. 


No.  of  canueries  in  Westiniuster  city   6 

No.  of  canneries  on  Fraser  River  (outside  city)   40 

No.  of  canneries  on  north-west  coast   20 

Total  canneries  in  British  Columbia     66 

No.  cases  salmon  put  up  in  city   26,899 

No.  cases  put  upon  Fraser  River .( outside  city)   237, .331 

No.  cases  put  up  on  coast   228,532 

Total  cases  put  up  in  British  Columbia   492,762 

Sturgeon  taken  on  Fraser  River  (lbs.)   750,000 

Value  of  Salmon  and  sturgeon   $2,699,330 

Value  of  fish  for  domestic  consumption   350,000 

Value  of  fur  seals     285,520 

Total  value  offish  and  seals    .  $3,334,850 

Value  of  canneries  on  Fraser  River   I  920,000 

Value  of  nets  on  Fraser  River   302,825 

Value  of  fishing  steamers  on  Fraser  River   196,965 

Value  of  fishing  boats  on  Fraser  River   1 49,000 

Value  of  canneries  and  plant  on  coast   761,205 

Total  value  of  fishing  plant  in  B.  C   $2,329,995 

No.  of  men  emi)loyed  in  connection  with  fisheries  on  Fraser   15,058 

No.  of  men  employed  in  connection  with  fisheries  on  coast   6,076 

Total  msn  employed  in  fisheries   21,134 

No.  of  men  employed  in  connection  with  sealing    980 

No.  of  fishing  licenses  issued  for  B.  C   4,645 


NOTE---1898  was  an  "off"  year  for  salmon  on  the  Fraser  River. 
In  1897  the  number  of  cases  packed  on  Fraser  RIvst  (including  those 
packed  in  the  city  canneries]  was  879,116,  and  the  total  pack  for  Brit- 
ish Columbia  was  1,026,181  cases. 
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EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS. 


The  value  of  expoi'ts  aud  imports  entered  at  the  ports  of  the 
fom-  coast  cities  (Nanaimo,  New  Westminster,  Vancouver,  and  Vic- 
toria), and  the  duty  collected  during  the  last  three  fiscal  years  (ending 
with  June  30th,  1898),  were  as  follows,  expressed  in  dollars  : 


Exports— 1896. 

1897 
1898 

Imports— 1896 
1897 
1898 

Duty— 1896  

1897.... 

1898  


Nan. 


Westr. 


2,530,559  2,610,020 
2,609,097  2,584,458 
2,679,024  3,175,281 


183,264 
200,294 
239,707 

54,366 
46,463 
61,558 


504,142 
586,289 
841,199 

109,882 
1 10,578 
176,866 


Van. 


]  ,048,402 
1,321,198 
1,114,200 

1,320,271 
1,900,818 
2,983,351 

301,628 
390,982 
608,254 


Vic. 


2,490,301 
2,610,794 
1,692,750 

2,705,120 
2,787,785 
3,460,164 

654,991 
661 ,867 
1,077,885 


MINING  STATISTICS. 


1897. 

1898. 

Value  of  gold  produced  in  B.  0  

12,636,340 

$2,844,563 
2,375,841 
874,781 
1,077,581 

17,172,766 

13,407,595 
175,000 
151,500 

"        silver      "       "    "  ... 

3,272,836 
266,258 
1,390,517 

$7,565,95 

12,648,562 
89,155 
151,600 

*'       copper     "       "  " 

lead        "      "  " 

Total  value  of  mineral  

Value  of  coal  produced  

"  coke  

"     other  materials  

Total  value  of  minerals  

10,465,268 

10,906,861 

SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
WESTMINSTER  MINING  DISTRICT. 
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Free  miners'  certificates  issued  

Mineral  claims  recorded  

Certificates  of  work  recorded  

Conveyances  recorded  

Revenue  from  free  miners'  certificates 
Other  mining  revenues  

Total  mining  revenues...   


1897. 

1898. 

2,704 

1,865 

1,878 

313 

174 

359 

295 

98 

121,889 

115,367 

5,957 

2,762 

127,846 

$18,129 

The  above  statement  is  for  the  first  1 1  months  in  each  year. 


INTERPROVINCIAL  STATISTICS. 


COAL  PRODUCED  IN  1898. 


Nova  Scotia  (tons)   2,.563,180 

British  Columbia   1,272,169 

Manitoba  and  ^^.  W.  Ter   340,088 

New  Brunswick   6,160 


VALUE  OF  GOLD  PRODUCED,  1898. 


Yukon  and  N.  W.  Ter  $10,025,000 

British  Columbia   2,939,852 

Nova  Scotia   528,590 

Ontario   265,889 

Quebec   6,089 


VALUE  OF  SILVER  PRODUCED,  1897. 


British  Columbia   $3,272,289 

Quebec   41,116 

Ontario   2,990 


COPPER  EXPORTED,  1898. 

British  Columbia  (lbs. )   8,864,571 

Ontario    -  -  ^  4,52:7^006 

Quebec   541,400 
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VALUE  OF  FISH  PRODUCED,  1897. 


Nova  Scotia   $8,090,346 

British  Columbia   6;  138,865 

New  Brimswick                                                             ..  3,934,135 

Quebec   1,737,011 

Oiitario   1,289,822 

Prmce  Edward  Island   954,949 

Manitoba  and  N.  W.  Ter   638,416 

VALUE  OF  FISHING  PLANT  AND  VESSELS,1897. 

Nova  Scotia   $3,149,174 

British  Columbia   2,514,660 

New  Brunswick   1 ,755,324 

Ontario   744,431 

Quebec   583,403 

Prince  Edward  Island   386, 1 56 

Manitoba  and  N.  W.  Ter   237,646 

FEDERAL  REVENUE  FROM  FISHERIES,  1898. 

British  Columbia   $47,865 

Ontario   30,574 

New  Brunswick   11,512 

Quebec   7,571 

Nova  Scotia   5,317 

Prince  Edward  Island   2,708 

Manitoba  and  N.  W.  Ter   1,909 


Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  British  Columbia  contributed  a 
larger  sum  to  the  Federal  treasury  from  her  fisheries  than  any  other 
Province,  the  Federal  expenditures  in  connection  with  the  fisheries  in 
British  Columbia  are  disappointingly  small.  The  total  expenditure  on 
fisheries  in  Canada  for  the  year  ending  June,  1898,  was  $432,635,  of 
which  only  $19,407  was  spent  in  British  Columbia.  The  distribution 
of  fish  fry  [exclusive  of  lobsters]  was  as  follows:  Ontario,  78,345,000; 
Manitoba,  9,000,000 ;  Quebec,  6,435,000;  British  Columbia,  5,850,000; 
New  Brunswick,  4,847,000  ;  Nova  Scotia,  3,000,000.  It  n  ,.  ^e  added  that 
the  Government  has  lately  made  provision  for  the  erection  of  two  ad- 
ditional hatcheries  in  British  Columbia,  and  it  may  be  expected  that 
hereafter  this  Province  will  obtain  a  much  larger  distribution  of  fry. 
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SHIPPING  TONNAGE. 

Statement  of  sea-going  tonnage  carrying  cargo  into  and  out  of 
the  Province  for  5  years  ending  June  30th,  1898 : 

Quebec   12,563  064 

Nova  Scotia   15,21^9,856 

British  Columbia   11,052,109 

New  Brunswick   5,985,507 

Prince  Edward  Island  ,   578,447 


